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“Look! Look! There’s four, no, five beer cans and a bunch of paper down there,” said 
ten-year-old Teddy Heuchling of Missoula, as he looked down into Rattlesnake 
Creek from a bridge on Front Street.   
 
Heuchling was getting ready to participate in the third Rattlesnake creek clean up.  
This event, hosted by the Rattlesnake Creek Watershed Group, was part of a larger, 
all-day program on Sunday to celebrate the Rattlesnake area. 
 
 “The Rattlesnake is such a wonderful resource,” said Julie Dublin, who has lived in 
Missoula for about a year, “It’s a wonderful area full of wildlife that we don’t even 
have to drive to.  I want to protect it. I love it.” 
 
About 30 participants, ages 5 to 70, showed up to help pick up trash and flood 
debris from the creek. 
 
The cleaning started at the mouth of the creek, where it meets the Clark Fork River 
in front of the Double Tree Hotel, and proceeded north. Right away there was trash 
to be picked up.  Steve Schombel found a big tire, and what he thinks was an old bed 
frame, on the Clark Fork’s banks.   
 
“It was so heavy, I could barely roll it,” Schombel said of the tire.  
 
Katie MacKendrick, the sole leader of the outing, said that the trash in the creek 
comes from various places.  She said that some of it comes from people who camp 
along the creek, some is brought here from the floods, and other trash travels down 
from the streets through the outflow pipes.   
 
Trash was buried in the banks of the creek, stuck under water between rocks, and 
wrapped around tree branches.  Most of the young adults tromped right through the 
creek collecting cans and bags of food trash, and others who didn’t want to get wet 
stuck to the banks.  
 
“I’ve nearly found a complete outfit. I’ve found a pair of pants, socks, and now this 
sweatshirt,” said Netta Linder, a student at The University of Montana, as she pulled 
a shirt out of a bush.   
 
Others found tents, blankets, a lot of old metal piping, a smart phone, and an 
abundance of food wrappers and clothes.  One person thinks they found an old lawn 
mower engine. Will Grant, a father of one of the younger stream cleaners, estimated 
that one of his bags weighed 45 pounds. 
 
The event is supposed to draw awareness to human impact on the creek, and to 
make it a place that is easier and safer to use and to love. MacKendrick also said that 



the clean up keeps the trash out of fish and wildlife’s habitats.  She said that the 
Rattlesnake is home to native bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout.   
 
In the past the event happened only once a year, but MacKendrick knows that the 
Watershed Group wants to do it more often because of the amount of trash that is 
pulled out each time.  
 
By the end of the day, the group had filled 25 large black bags with trash and pulled 
out 20 large pieces of metal. The total haul weighed about 600 pounds.  
 
The heap of creek clutter was an eye opener to some about the neglect affecting one 
of Missoula’s best-loved waterways.    
 
“It shows how little people care about the environment, but I’m glad there are 
people like us here cleaning it up,” said Emily Dreke, a freshman at UM.   
 
 
 
 
 


